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AJust A Thoughto by Pastor P

AGLORY TO GOD INTHE From the very beginning God's

HI GHE S TIt'séawell -known purpose was to dwell 1

phrase that's spoken litugically, people, as evidenced by the fact

sung in churches, and heard in that God fAwalcdoeol i n tF

shopping malls during this time the evening with Adam and Eve

of the year. Many Christmas in the Garden of Eden.

carols repeat this phrase. Every GLORY and PRESENCE wa s
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church will hear this
éxclanéasion re-

them from the
igegto. O

pdated durng their The certainty o
ERyiktth&s canta® presence and glory
tea Then, for the with His people con-
restgf the year tinues to be woven
| therg'll be very little throughout the  Old
saddiabout God's Testament .
GLORY. But that In Exodus God set up
will NOT stop God's an appointed place so
GLORY from being that HE would be in
expressed EVERY the very center of His
SINGLE DAY! people, "The Tent of
Our focus for our Meeting."  Further,
Advent worship we see that God
services during December will would lead His people with a
be highlighting what God's fipillar of fire by night 06 and a
GLORY and His PRESENCE is all Aicl oud byWhaGod
about. We thought you wanted people wer en't fAon the mo
to know; maybe need to know. then God's dwelling was specifi-
The best place to start is with cally within The Most Holy Place of
God's creation in Genesis; the The Tabernacle in the very center
Psalm writers declare in several of the twelve tribes of Israel.
pl aces that fAHeayv elbateram GodiEodl Jashua that He
DECLARE Hi s GI or y !wbouldgo with His people; He
All of God's original creation would NOT leave them, nor
clearly expresses firdakedthéns.. He waild bbea |
power and invisible divine Apresento with them. T
c har ac Paalwritgs in of I'srael "couldn't st

Romans 1:20.
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Noel will be performed by 3
Covenant UMC, Community
1st UMC New Smyrna Be ach

December 11 n 7:@p.

December 12 0 7:00 p.m.

December 209 10:00 a.m.

Donation $5.00
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AJust a thought

from Pastor Paul

Ultimately, when God reveals

Himself in human flesh in John

1:14, we see JESUS! A T he

Word became flesh and dwelt

among us. Now we have seen

His GLORY, the GLORY of The One and Only,
Who came from The Father, FULL of grace
and t mhanktully,God doesn't stop there
because Jesus promises to send HIS fullness
in THE PRESENCE OF HIS HOLY SPIRIT to

be WITH us, and WI THI N
of His promise. We, little "tents of dwelling” ...
living "tabernacles” are given GOD'S GLORY

to dwell right in the very center of our lives.
During the period knowri

n ¢ enasicians like Bach and artists

like Rembrandt would sign their work with these
simple words, fASoli Dec
GL ORY Al PBeopkedavho author books and
write musical compositions today do NOT sign
their work that way any longer. How about

YOU ? How do YOU sign your "work" to-

day? Do you live, and work, and serve, and

| ove. Afor God's GLOR)

GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST !!
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Don't forget ...

Our Chri st mas nd

for Jesus
( After all it's HIS Birthday;
Glorify Him more than consumerism )

1. Worship Fully

2. Spend Less

3. Give More to Jesus'
Ministries

4. Love All

AY

SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS

THE TRNYE
r" - Tracy Jansen

Scripture: An ax is ready to cut the trees down at
their roots. Any tree that doesn't produce good fruit
will be cut down and thrown into a fire." The crowds
asked John, "What should we do?" John told them,
"If you have two coats, give one to someone who
doesn't have any. If you have food,

share it with someone else." Luke 3:9-11 (CEV)

By time Christmas gets here we will all have our
share of beautifully wrapped gifts under our
Christmas trees at home. Have you looked at
the packages to see how many have your name
on them? Have you tried to guess what might be
in those packages? | have to confess that when

s a kid.I'd tty to in,wh N
B\gg Werge%"t arc%/md ﬁr;]%aglg\(vi ﬁﬂg?gz%g ?he
packages trying to figure out what might be in-
side.l f it hadn't been for my parents teaching
me that it is more of a blessing to give than to
receive, | probably would have grown up not be-
ing&H® lealt bithnteresR@imndaking suré any-
one else had any gifts with their name on them.

Teaching the real spirit of Christmas ig still a
ch&fidngd fo bafehts toddy. faPpEopldiatk€dd
then, they ask now, "What should we do?" The
answer is still the same "If you have two coats,
give one to someone who doesn't have one. If
you have food, share with someone else."

Christmas is only a few days away. How much

Y thoidhthaveew?@ given to what we can do for

others during the Christmas season? We have
been given so much... shouldn't we share what
we have with others who may not have as
much? Join our "Christmas Conspiracy" here

at Covenant and give to one or more of the
wonderful organizations which help people who
have special needs. The Salvation Army, Angel
e (g)ep\tii)n @hr'atr@asyh@ﬁ, and Florida
Children's Home, to name a few. We can give to
help them help others. We can give to mission
offerings in our own church which help those in
need, food banks in our area, Toys for Tots (one
is at the Edward Jones office on Beville Rd.) and
Stewart Marchmen Center all need and appreci-
ate our help. Sharing with others -- that's the
spirit -- the spirit of Christmas.

Father, as we celebrate the birth of our Savior,
help us to remember those who are in need of
food, shelter, and clothing. We are reminded
that Jesus himself taught us that when we do
something to help those in need, it Is the same
as doing it for him. Amen.
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