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“A New Year Thought...”

from Pastor Paul

Hark the Herald Angels Sing!
(Sounds from the recent past)...
and...”The GLORY and the
PRESENCE of God” (a reminder
of our theme from December)

Well! NOW it's January and we're
facing a brand new year; AND a
brand new decade! What we need
to recognize is that, as with every
NEW year, we'll be facing: “some
“knowns,” “known unknowns” AND
some “unknowns,” (words of
assessment from former Secretary
of Defense, Donald Rumsfeld, as
he responded to a barrage of
guestions from reporters during
the early days of the Iragi War)

'
r - ."

We live in the midst of an unsure
and noisy world: the sounds and
urgent messages that seem to
bombard us come continually from
cable television, cell phones, and
radio.

The world is more like a mob in
which everyone is talking at once
and no one ever seems to be
willing to listen when needed.

Thankfully, God DOES listen;
thankfully, God DOES care! It's
rare to find anyone who would, or
could, listen so compassionately
and thoroughly.

Meanwhile, during the new year
we will inevitably find ourselves
wandering occasionally like lost
sheep.

Thankfully, we WILL have a faith-
ful and “Good Shepherd,” who
will pursue us relentlessly. Jesus
WILL BE our "certainty” in the
midst of an uncertain future that
will unfold while we live in an
uncaring world!

We WILL have our ups and
downs in 2010; zealously believ-
ing one day, and becoming lax
and sarcastic disciples the

next. Thankfully, God will NOT
have any ups or downs! He WILL
be “the same yesterday, today
and forever! (Hebrews 13:8)

We might break our covenant
promises with Him; (that seems
to accurately reflect our nature),
BUT He'll never break HIS; (that's

HIS very nature!) Praise God!
(continued on page 3)
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“Just A Thought”

Pastor Paul

(continued from page 1)

All people of faith will suffer the consequences
of sin and selfishness in their lives during
2010. There will be plenty of disciples who will
exhibit “uneven and sporadic performances” in
2010 and become poor witnesses for Christ.
(probably ALL of us at some points) In spite

of all this, we'll find that in 2010 we WILL be
secure; NOT because of what we're able to do
in ourselves, but because of what GOD is able
to do and because of Who GOD is!

After all is said and done by December 31st of
2010, we will find once again that our security
was found in Christ and in Christ alone...that's
just the way The Lord runs things. After all, He
established the conditions "in which we live

and move and have our being" and HE WILL
GUARANTEE THE RESULTS!

Paul declared the same in Philippians 1:6
writing: “I am confident of this one thing, that
GOD Who began a good work in us, HE WILL
bring it to completion at the day of Christ!”
Blessings in the New Year.

“Just a thought ... ” Pastor Paul (with credit
for some ideas from Eugene Peterson, editor
of "The Message Bible")

ADOPT A CHILD

Thanks to the 10 classes and ministries who
adopted 1 child each for Christmas from the
New Smyrna Beach Housing Authority.

The children, aged 3 years to 15 years old were
adopted for Christmas gifting by: Bereans
Bible Study, Bob Carter, The Choir, Do Drop
In, Missions, Quick Study, Quilters, Thursday
Morning Bible Study, and the Youth Group.
Because of them, ten children had a brighter
Christmas.

HANGING OF THE GREENS

Thanks to all who came to help with the Hanging
of the Greens. We had more help this year then
ever before, Making memories at Covenant!
Thank you, thank you, thank you.

COVENANT CAROLERS

On a cold and wet night, December 4th, people
met at the church and went caroling to many
shut-ins of Covenant. It was a blessed night...
not that the carolers blessed others but that they
were so blessed themselves. God is so good!

CUB SCOUTS PACK #4717

The Scouts built a fantastic float for the Port
Orange parade “Christmas Around the World.”




THANKS FROM THE

NURSERY...
12-15-09

Thank you to all of you who have helped
meet the nursery needs, not only as
volunteers for MOPS on Thursdays, but
also for the giving of actual supplies for the
Nursery.

We thank you for the sheets, baby wipes,
hand sanitizer, plastic sippy cups with lids,
cookies, juice, gold fish crackers and animal
crackers.

Thanks you for your generosity and love lov-
ing example of being sure everyone has
what they need.

Sincerely,

The Nursery Staff ,
Tracy and the
Children

Beth Moore
BIBLE STUDY

The third in a series of Beth Moore Bible
Studies will begin—

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2010
6:45 P.M.

Until further notice
Please do not donate any
more books to the church
library.

Thank you,

Mary Babb, Librarian

—STAFF PARISH—

Covenant
United Methodist Church

Offers members and visitors three Sunday morning
worship services and a Wednesday evening service,
plus Faith Building Classes for adults and children

FAITH BUILDING CLASSES/
ADULTS & CHILDREN......ccoiiii e 9:45

WORSHIP SERVICE................. 8:30, 10:00 and 11:00

SERVING A GROWING CHRISTIAN CONGREGATION

Rev. Paul PollocK...........cooiviiiiiiin, Senior Pastor
Patty Inis............cccoeeee. Assistant Pastor / Evangelism
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Rick Rosengrant , Jim Saucier,

Caryl Taylor.......cooev i e, Maintenance
Lise, Anne, Ashley, Kelly & Christine......... Nursery Staff
Tracy Jansen................ Director of Children’s Ministries
Sue Macchiarella...................... Administrative Director
Elaine Kinion...........ccoovvvivinens Administrative Assistant

MINISTERS—

ALL PEOPLE OF OUR CONGREGATION

- NEWSLETTER -

Kitty Maiden, Editor
386 672-1177

kitink@bellsouth.net

The church office is open
Mon.-Thurs.

9:00 a.m. - 12 Noon;
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Friday - OFFICE CLOSED

Phone (386) 767-8544
Www.jesusatcovenant.org




Getting Ready For Christmas...

With only a few hang ups...

And wonderful results!

The beauty of the season...

put together by a fine group of Covenant
volunteers and enjoyed throughout the
Christmas season by all of us.

“Christmas Around the World"

This was the theme for the Port Orange
Christmas Parade this year .

Your Cub Scout Pack had a lot of fun deco-
rating their float to depict their interpretation
of the theme!

See the giant earth in the middle of the float
(you'd have to be blind to not see it)? Well,
it even turned!!

The dens made posters to say "Merry
Christmas" in different languages! As you
can see they had a great time with this
event.

Thank you, again, CUMC, for your generous
hearts in your support of our Cub Scouts
and Boy Scouts! We couldn't be the

best Pack and Troop in Central Florida
without you!

footnote: Our Cub Scout Pack 477 won second
place in the School/Youth Group division of
the Christmas Parade




CHURCH SCHEDULE

ANUAR

H.U.M. Sunday Jan 3rd

8:30 am Worship Service 888 Zm 83‘
9:45 am Faith Building THE CHURCH OFFICE 6:15am Men’s Team Jesus 9230 am Do
Classes WILL BE CLOSED FOR 6:30 pm  Trustees; ’
10:00 am Worship Service YEAR END CLOSE-OUT 7:00 pm Cambridge Bible 5:30 pm Coll
11:00 am Worship Service THE WEEK OF JAN 4-7TH Study 6:00 pm 6 hi
1:30 pm Un-hanging of the 7:00pm - Mid
Greens .
5:30 pm Youth Group 4:00 pm Prayer Meeting
8:30 am Worship Service ggg:nr: ch::
9:45 am '(::?'th Building 6:15am Men’s Team Jesus 930 am Do
asses 10:00 am Spiritual Gifts 0
10:00 am Worship Service 9:00 am H.U.M. 6:30 pm Cﬁb Scout Pack ios.gopﬁqm CF;rAa
1_1:00 am Worship Service 4:00 pm Prayer Meeting 7:00 pm  Cambridge Bible 5:30 pm Coll
1:30 pm Mission Meeting Study 6:00 pm 6 hi
4:30 pm  Girl Scouts 6:30 pm Life Transitions 7:00 pm  Leadership Council 6:30 pm Cul
5:30 pm Youth Group 7pm “Discipling Men” 7:00 pm Mid
8:00 am CO.
. . . ) 9:00 am Qui
8:30 am Worship Service 6:15am Men’s Team Jesus 930 am Do
9:45 am Faith Building 10:00 am Spiritual Gifts 5:30 om  Coll
Classes 6:30 pm Cub Sgouts . 1:30 bm C.A
10:00 am Worship Service 4:00 pm Prayer Meeting 7:00 pm  Cambridge Bible : .
11:00 am Worship Service o~ ) Study 6:00 pm 6 hi
5:30 pm  Youth Group 7pm “Discipling Men 7:00 pm  Facebook for 6:30 pm Cut
Dummies Training 7:00 pm  Mid
8:30 am Worship Service 8:00 am CO,
9:45 am 'é"’l“th Building 6:15am Men's Team Jesus 9:00 am  Qui
asses ) . iri i 9:30 am Do
10:00 am Worship Service 4:00 pm Prayer Meeting 1.0'00 am Spiritual Gifts
. . 7:00 pm Cambridge Bible . I
11:00 am Worship Service . . . 5:30 pm Co
6:30 pm Life Transitions Study 1:30 pm C.A
1:30 pm Red Bird Reunion 7pm “Discipling Men” 7:00 pm  Staff Parish 6:00 pm 6 hi
4:30 pm  Girl Scouts ggg Em I(\:/Iudt
: i

8:30 am Worship Service

9:45 am Faith Building
Classes

10:00 am Worship Service

11:00 am Worship Service

5:30 pm Youth Group




2 O 1 O COVENANT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

A
Office Closed
A Respite 9:00 am Mother's Morning Out
ters 9:30am M.O.PS. Office Closed
Drop In 10:30 am Pastors Bible Study
; 6:15 pm  GriefShare
ege Bible Study :
. Prayer Vigil 6:30 pm  Look at Romans, 6:00 am-Noon

week Worship

Praise Team,
Divorce Care
7:00 pm  Boy Scouts

6 hr. Prayer Vigil

DA Respite
I:;ergsp In 9:00 am Mother’'s Morning Out
10:30 am Pastors Bible Study Office Closed
yer Shawl 6:15pm  GriefShare 2 pm Skip Board Memorial
FA. ) 6:30 pm  Look at Romans, Service
ege Bible Study Praise Team, _
. Prayer Vigil Divorce Care 6:00 am-Noon
) Scouts 7:00 pm  Boy Scouts 6 hr. Prayer Vigil
week Worship 7:30 pm  Choir Practice
A Respite ]
ters 9:00 am Mother’s Morning Out
Drop In 10:30 am Pastors Bible Stud Office Closed
ege Bible Study 6:15 pm  GriefShare Y
FA. 6:30 pm  Look at Romans, Cub Scout Pinewood Derby

. Prayer Vigil
) Scouts
week Worship

Praise Team,

Divorce Care
7:00 pm  Boy Scouts
7:30 pm  Choir Practice

6:00 am-Noon
6 hr. Prayer Vigil

A Respite
ters
Drop In

ege Bible Study
.F.A.

. Prayer Vigil

) Scouts

week Worship

9:00 am Mother’s Morning Out

10:30 am Pastors Bible Study
6:15 pm  GriefShare

6:30 pm  Look at Romans,
Praise Team,
Divorce Care

Boy Scouts

Choir Practice

Office Closed

9 am LEADERSHIP
COUNCIL MINI RETREAT

6:00 am-Noon
6 hr. Prayer Vigil




THE MINISTRY OF BUSINESS

Sue Macc...
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MODERN PROVERBS FROM OFFICE VOLUNTEERS
LITTLE MOUTHS AT THE CHRISTMAS
by Tracy Jansen NOSH....

Many proverbs are written on wisdom, but the
ones | like best are on love. | was recently
reminded by my own brother in California via
e-mail of some of these proverbs as seen
through our children’s eyes. | found similar
ones on a website called Apple Seeds. They
remind me simply of true love and how it

Is shown in our daily lives.

All of these “proverbs” were spoken by four to
eight year olds who were asked, “What does
love mean?”

“When someone loves you, the way they say
your name is different. You just know that
your name is safe in their mouth.” Billy, age 4

“Love is when you go out to eat and give
somebody most of your French fries without
making them give you any of theirs.” Chrissy,
age 6

“Love is what makes you smile when you are
tired” Terri, age4

“Love is what's in the room with you at Christ-
mas if you stop opening presents and listen.”
Bobby, age 7

“If you want to learn to love better, start with
someone you hate.” Nikka, age 6

“Love is when my mommy makes coffee for
my daddy and takes a sip before giving it to
him to make sure the taste is OK.”

Danny, age 7

“You really shouldn’t say 'l love you’ unless
you mean it, but if you mean it, you should
say it a lot. People forget.” Jessica, age 8

To follow our children’s example in the New
Year, we should bless not curse, give without
expecting anything in return, appreciate the
“presence” more than the presents, love your
enemies, comfort and bear one another’'s
burdens, do to others what you would want
done to you, praise often.




Dear Covenant friends,

Thank you for all your loving cards and gifts
made in Skip's memory to CUMC. He was
only ill for about six weeks and had no
pain. He just had failing lungs from
industrial exposure and was unable to get
enough oxygen to his heart and brain. He
planned his own memorial service and |
hope that you can attend. It will be on
Saturday, January 16, at 2 PM. There will
be sweets and beverages served in the
family room after the service. | hope to be
able to thank you in person then.

Your Covenant sister...Pat Board

76
2 8

Dear Covenant family,

We would like to thank everyone for all the
cards, phone calls, prayers, and concerns.

It is a blessing to have such a loving church
family. God Bless.

Hank & Betty Kobler

With that elfin
smile on Lee’s
face, the
message on
the shirt
should read:

HAH! FUNBUG
Not——
BAHHUMBUG!

FROM THE MAILBOX

Dear Parishioners,

| am filled with excitement and joy after a fun
filled weekend. The United Methodist Scout
Retreat is a camp out open to any Boy Scout
troop sponsored by a United Methodist
church. It is a fun faith-filled weekend focus-
ing on God, and good sportsmanship, our
troop's favorite values.

Our main activities were competitive games,
chapel services and singing songs of wor-
ship. Which | was once told by a priest
"singing is praying twice". Which is why | love
doing it.

The troop would like to thank the United
Methodist men groups. Because of their do-
nations all scouts attended at a discounted
rate.

Blaise Picchiello

BSA Troop 477, Historian

Dear Covenant Carolers,

| wish to thank all of you very much for
coming and singing to us on a rainy night
in Florida! I am sincere when | say | was
really touched by you doing this and you
can really sing!

There are other things | would like to say
but some got pictures and | am not sure at
this point if they will be used against me
to put me away.

So, suffice to say, and | know this is hard
to believe, but | am going to not talk
anymore but to just thank you and I'll
always remember what you did !

#211 Jack & Jan Watson




"Glorify the Lord with me; let us

exalt His name together.

| sought the Lord, and He delivered me;
He delivered me from all my

fears.

Those who look to Him are radiant;
their faces are never covered with
shame." Psalm 34:3-5

As we transition from the increased
focus on, and worship of Jesus Christ,
during Advent and at Christmas, to a
new year, let's invite each other to
"glorify the Lord" together.

"Noel's psalm,”

(as I now think of Psalm 103),

praises our great God and reminds us
not to forget "all His benefits," and
then goes on to list them:

-forgiveness of all our sins;
-healing of all our diseases;

-redemption of all our lives from the pit; and then the love and compassion with which

He crowns us;

-the good things with which He satisfies us, so that our youth is renewed like the

eagle's."

Beloved "parent church,"” may we all advance His marvelous Kingdom together in this new
year. May we grow in outreach and connection and healthiness in all areas of our lives. In
fact, we have been so blessed to be on the receiving end of help and support to get this
wonderful new church start work of God's up and running, that we just want to bless everyone

around us, in His name, with His love, for His glory.

So here's a new year prayer of blessing for Covenant UMC from "the daughter:"

Holy Lord, How we pray that you would bless Covenant UMC with more of Your
power, Your presence, Your blessing, Your favor, Your wisdom, Your safety,
Your protection, Your beauty, Your goodness, Your generosity, Your holiness,
Your strength, Your health, Your love, Your mercy, and Your Spirit than they've

ever dreamed possible.

Thank you, Heavenly Father, for all that You have done, and all that You are going

to do in this new gift of a year.

To Jesus Christ be the glory. Amen."
Come glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt His nam

e together.
Pastor Bec VBay UMC.
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