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BIRDWATCHING...

Pastor Paul

One of my “pastor friends” was
serving a church just 70 miles south
of here in Melbourne. Two members
of the congregation there were avid
members of The Audubon Society
and they had invited him for several
years to go “birdwatching” with them.
To the pastor it seemed, that “bird
watching” would be exceptionally dull
and boring. But, to his surprise, it
turned out to be a fantastic day for
learning. The Audubon adventure
made one of his favorite scriptures
“‘come alive” in an entirely new and
fresh way.My “pastor-friend” learned
that there are three types of birds
when it comes to flight.

(1) There are birds which MUST keep
flapping their wings ALL the time or they
would simply fall out of the air and onto
the ground: think about how humming-
birds flap their wings incessantly

(2 ) There are other birds which flap for a
distance to gain altitude and then “coast”
without flapping for awhile; then they
MUST flap again in order to regain alti-
tude so then can “coast” :picture sparrows
and finches and how they fly.

( 3) Finally, there are the birds which
“SOAR” on thermal currents of air who
rarely flap, if at all. These birds gain
altitude by “waiting” and relying on the
thermal air currents which raises them to
higher and higher altitudes without ANY
flapping effort at all on their part.

In Isaiah 40:29-31 it is written: “GOD
gives strength to the weary and He
increases the power of the weak.
Even youths grow tired and weary and
vigorous young men stumble and fall;
but those who “WAIT” on The Lord will
renew their strength. They will SOAR

on wings like eagles; run and not grow
weary; they will walk and not faint.”
Most Christians have NOT learned to
“WAIT” on The Lord and so they con-
tinually “flap” their wings; can you feel
the breeze in local churches from their
frenetic flapping? They try hard; and
then they try harder in “their own”
strength; and then they become weary
and sometimes just quit serving Christ
all together.

Other believers, flap for awhile and then
coast; but you can never depend on
them for they are inconsistent. They
might be “coasting” just when you'd like
to utilize their gifts and talents. Even
God has to "wait" on them!

More mature believers have learned,
and continue to learn even more, that
ONLY GOD can make them “rise higher
and higher” and so they've learned

to “WAIT” on The Lord so they can
have HIS thermal currents underneath
their wings. No sense flapping about!

It's the very same thing in Zechariah
4:6 where it is written: “it's NOT by our
might, nor by our power, (nor by our
“flapping”), but by MY Spirit saith The
Lord!” And, the Psalm writer wisely
stated, “My soul “WAITS” upon The
Lord.” The Psalmist knew that there was
“another will” that was GREATER than
his own; GOD'S. He knew that there
was “another intelligence” that was far
wiser than his own; GOD'S. “WAITING”
means there is “Another” Whom | trust
more than myself. "WAITING” looks

like nothing is being accomplished at
all. But, "WAITING" on God is a
“disciplined refusal to act before God
acts." After all...

WHY KEEP FLAPPING AROUND?

Vital Worship *

Transformed Lives *

Effective Servanthood




India Missions Trip

Summary
Mark Ledgerwood

| spent this past month half way around

the world in Bangalore and Chennai, India.
Through a program at Taylor University
called Lighthouse, a team of 16 students
and 2 faculty members were able to partner
with Youth For Christ, a global organization
whose purpose is to present the Gospel to
children, teens, and young adults as well
as facilitating growth and discipleship.

Our team had a twofold purpose: to use
school performances to present the gospel
message and to encourage the YFC staff.
We used skits, song, choreography,
preaching, and testimonies to share with
close to 15,350 students the love that we
have for Christ and his love for each one
of them. We worked closely with the city
directors for Chennai and Bangalore, the
YFC worship staff, as well as the head of
India YFC. It was incredible to see how
much they were willing to invest in 18 for-
eigners and we had the opportunity to get
to know them and their families.

We were blessed to be shielded from the
majority of the poverty of India: when you
are accosted with unrefined human suffer-
ing that you cannot do anything about on
your short mission trip, it is easy to become
discouraged and burn out. Nevertheless,
God taught me what it means to be loved
by God through the example of a few peo-
ple I met through the trip. There were two
that stuck out to me specifically.

The first would be the example of the
Jewish woman | met in the YWCA Hostel
we stayed at. Her name was Judy and she
had come to India to pick up Siddharshan.
Siddharshan was six years old and until
that night he had lived in an orphanage.
Blind in one eye and suffering from
cataracts in the other, he had never seen.

India Lighthouse Team at our first church

They spoke different languages, but when |
saw how she carried him and how he had
come to trust her so completely despite the
inability to understand what was happening
to him, | was able to more fully understand
how much God cares for me despite my
blemishes and failures and my confusion with
not always grasping the fullness of who God
is and his plan for my life.

Undergirding this was the example of the
trip’s leaders, Dr. and Mrs. Mummert, in the
process of adopting two Ethiopian boys for a
while now and the final pieces are falling into
place

| had never understood the point of adopting
children if you could have your own but after
a month of talking to them and coming to
understand the Kingdom of God a little bet-
ter, the idea of loving the unlovely, providing
the home that money cannot buy, and letting
the unconditional and irrational love that is
shown through the sacrifice of Jesus to
redeem us has caused me to do a paradigm
shift.

Seeds were planted through this trip that

will not become trees any time soon. | will
continue to grow in my understanding of God
and in the plans He has for me. | want to
thank everyone who prayed for me and
supported me in every capacity. | could not
have done this without you
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WOMEN OF FAITH
“Over The Top”

Tampa Florida

October 15-16 2010

"Have you ever come on anything quite like this
extravagant generosity of God?" (Romans 11:33)

In January there was training in Dallas, Texas
for group leaders for the Women of Faith 2010
conference. There are pictures pasted on
facebook. It was very exciting to see what is
happening and the changes that are being made.

Our conference this year will be in Tampa,
October 15-16 entitled "Over the Top". There is
a reduced price of $89.00. This includes two
full days of top speakers, musicians, Christian
comedians, drama and box lunches for both
days. This may seem early but this gives us
plenty of time to get away with the girls for an
"Over the Top" weekend. One of the exciting
changes is that we will be able to register online
with our group and make payments with a credit
card.

In April we will start holding monthly Women of
Faith nights where we will get together and
share our fun times by watching DVD's from
past conferences. This will also be a wonderful
opportunity for those who never attended a
conference to come and see how inspiring and
fun they really are. We can alternate meetings
with Covenant and VBay.

God loves us more than we know. He gives us
more than we can ask or dream. He's unre-

strained... excessive...outrageous...Over the Top.

MISSION TRIP SOUTH FLORIDA
March 26-30th, 2010

We will be working for the 8th consecutive
year with DOOR Miami. This is a GREAT
mission for new missionaries who would
like to try a mission as well as GREAT for
experienced missionaries. We have a limit
of 20, so reserve your spot now.

$50 dollar non-refundable deposit due by
February 28th. Cost of trip (includes trans-
port, all meals, lodging, and a t-shirt):
$160. Call Sue at 767-8544 to reserve
your spot.

A FAMILY PROJECT

Hannah Gorin and her family, who owns a
landscaping business, came to Covenant
UMC and spent the day beautifying the
grounds. Thanks, Gorins!

BOXES AND
TREASURES
FOR THE
HAITIAN
CHILDREN

While the

Mission team

worked hard

filling boxes for the Haitians, the children of
our church were preparing their love letters.




Covenant
United Methodist Church

Offers members and visitors three Sunday morning
worship services and a Wednesday evening service,
plus Faith Building Classes for adults and children

SUNDAY WORSHIP................. 8:30, 10:00 and

FAITH BUILDING CLASSES
ADULTS & CHILDREN......ccoiiii e 9:45

SERVING A GROWING CHRISTIAN CONGREGATION

Rev. Paul PollocK........cccoviiiiiiiiiiieeen, Senior Pastor
Patty Inis...............cooee. Assistant Pastor / Evangelism
Leigh Slayback.................... Director of Music Ministry
Nate Mudge..........cooeeviiiiiiiie i, Media Director
Lee Schneider....,, .,y eeeeennnen. ,,Maintenance Supervisor
Rick Rosengrant , Jim Saucier,
Caryl Taylor.......cocev i e, Maintenance
Lise, Anne, Ashley, & Kelly, Christine......... Nursery Staff
Tracy Jansen................ Director of Children’s Ministries
Sue Macchiarella...................... Administrative Director
Elaine Kinion...............c.oceune... Administrative Assistant
MINISTERS—

ALL PEOPLE OF OUR CONGREGATION

- NEWSLETTER -

Kitty Maiden, Editor
386 672-1177

kitink@bellsouth.net

The church office is open
Mon.-Thurs.

9:00 a.m.—12 Noon:;
1:00 p.m.— 4:00 p.m.
Friday—OFFICE CLOSED

Phone (386) 767-8544
www.jesusatcovenant.org.
EMAIL: umc@jesusatcovenant.org

Valentine's Day celebration in

Mother's Morning Out

Valentine’s Day celebration in
Mother’s Morning Out provided
sweet fun for all of the children,

making valentines for Mom, goody
bags for exchanging valentine cards,

enjoying
February
birthdays,
and
playing
with fluffy,
white
shaving
cream!




EVANGELISM DIRECTION FOR THE NEW DECADE

The new year is here and on its way! | have been praying about

the evangelism direction for us for this year. | am still praying and
discerning where God is at work in our community and church. | see
so many people coming to our church through the scouts, CAFA,
sidewalk sales, and other events. | think we need to reach out to
those who God brings to us. | want to give you some dates, and
maybe you can help by mingling during these events and hand out
bookmarks and magnets.

a5

Also, please take the time to mingle in the lobby or outside by the big
blue "Visitor Parking" sign before and after the Sunday services to
welcome our new guests. This is such an important ministry.

Here are the dates of upcoming events. Please let me know
if and when you can help and | will get the materials to you.

Feb. 20... CAFA Sidewalk Sale
March 17... Single Parent Ice Cream Social
March 20... Cub Scout Pinewood Derby

March 27... Mission Sidewalk Sale
April 22... Free Patriotic Musical at the Church
Every Wednesday from 5:30-6:30.... CAFA supper.

CHURCH WIDE EVANGELISM MEETING
MARCH 29 — 6:30 PM—ROOM 201

| want to hear what God has placed on your heart as to how to reach out to the
community. | am here to help you, equip you and support you. Please be in prayer
about this.

Thank you for all you do for Him,




CHURCH SCHEDULE

>
55
0 "+# 12 3 (<(
#1203 =
5 1 1223 b 1#
, o 5 1&
$% &' ()$%(* " )% 4 -
Lo Y 6 7877 >
PR 0 +# 123 55
4 - 9 oo 4 5
s # 1203 *1- 12 3 +, -
5 1 1223 P
" =1
. 1#
4 -
#3$%&'()* +8,-(+ *./
S 4.9 >
60 < -" | 55
j - g 0 +# 123 (<
- ! #12813 - =
' |
0 223 5 12023 ! o+
= - # <
4 -
>
55
4 0 +# 123 (<(
60 < -" | (120 - =
. o #1203 * *I- # !
P 12 3 1#
o 5 1 1223 o 4 -
+(* 89%5(= >
; 4- 9 0 +# 123 +( $/& >
60 < -" | g (<(
4- 9 #1203 '9 -
4 9| ! ! I 1#
! 5 1 1223
0 223 # 4 -




1 2 O 1 O COVENANT UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

6 7%
) 6 7$7|:"7 7 6:00 am-Noon
+ 6 hr. Prayer Vigil
( 6:30 VOLUNTEER
@+ # -
$( 6 7%
) 6 7$7|:I-7 7 8;30 am SPRING CLEANUP
+ 6:00 am-Noon
# 91 B 6 hr. Prayer Vigil
59 +
-? 13 "# C -
@+ #
1ST DAY OF SPRING
) 6 7%
6 8777 6:00 am-Noon 5
+ " 6 hr. Prayer Vigil + ? 5 #
( -
) 59 4 A 5#'B C+7$
@+ # "# C - 9
) 6 7% Mission trip To DOOR, Miami
6 7$7+7 7 Mission SIDEWALK SALE
+ "
( - 6:00 am-Noon
-213 6 hr. Prayer Vigil
- 59 +
+
@+ # "# C -
)
(
-?213

@+ #




GOING CAMPING?
Plan Now!

Tracy Jenson

% &
% #

0* +)'-
After talking to Mindy Sandifer, Registrar for

* ( - % Warren Willis Summer Camp, the slots for
/ our campers to be together are filling up fast.

# $ The dates for summer camp are:
Camp 1 June 7-12 Camp 6 July 12-17
! / Camp 2 June 14-19 Camp 7  July 19-24
% 1 1 Camp 3 June 21-26 Camp 8  July 26-31
# 2 Camp 4 June 28-July 3 Camp 9 August 2-7
# # $ # Camp 5 July 5-10 Camp 10 August 9-14

This is from the upper elementary and the
# % 34 |/ middle school classes brochure and info
1 $)5+5 pack to send home.
6# * $ 755 68/ 08 : . .
9::/<=%"8> 6 $ Registration is done online. We need to get
T the parents on board and committed to a
! $ 1 particular week if we all want to go together.
3 1 % If we don't want to go together, each parent
# 1 # can take their child or children individually.
1 The website, www.warrenwilliscamp.org
* % $4 % < $ provides available dates and openings under
9 % ATTEND, then AVAILABILITY. This shows
what is open in each age group and gender

3 1 group.

We are planning to evenly distribute our
Coupons for Camp money equally between
% 1 $ # all campers that have registered with a

x g deposit by May1lst, but campers may also
apply for additional scholarship help at the
website.




*Easter Resurrection Worship Celebration Schedule *
Sunrise Service 6:45am—No Nursery or children’s activities planned

8:30, 10:00, and 11:00 is -Nursery as usual
with Easter Lesson and sticker cross craft
helping children re-tell the story, Veggie Tale “An Easter Carol”

8:30am -Children’s Church-Egg Hunt,

Easter Story on DVD and Review Game using
Resurrection Eggs,“egg-citing” memory verse
with invitation to receive Christ,
foam cross and sun catcher crafts

9:45 to 10:45am Faith Building Hour — lessons as us  ual

11:00 am Worship/Children’s Church same as 8:45ams  ervice

Memories from Easters past get Diane Fendlay "egg-cited"”
about being with your children April 4th for our own %
egg hunt and re-telling of Jesus' resurrection account.
She needs assistants to help fill and hide the eggs
and coordinate with our Children's Church teachers
to shepherd the children during the 8:30 and 11:00 am
Children's Church hours.

Call or e-mail Diane at 386 523-5184 or dfendlay@ya hoo.com

Coupons for Camp

Camp? What camp? Winter chills will soon be over and plans for summer vacation begin to run through our
minds. In anticipation, our Children’s Ministry and CAFA are getting ready for summer with Coupons for Camp,
raising funds for camp scholarships at Warren Willis Camp and CAFA Music Camp in July.

Each $20.00 coupon book, good for the entire, year gives you 300 pages of free offers and discounts
in popular east Volusia restaurants, attractions, amusements and golfing locations. Over 100 fast food and fine
dining locations are included that extend from Edgewater and New Smyrna Beach to Port Orange, Daytona,
and Ormond Beach. Family attractions like miniature golf, go carts, bowling, ice skating, and speedways are
included. Popular area golf courses are also offer good discounts.

Make checks payable to Covenant UMC, or pay by cash.
Get your coupon book now at the Coupons for Campta  ble in the
Fellowship Hall on Sunday or sign up for deliverya  t CAFA on
Wednesdays, and save money while you send a kid to camp.



NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY
Picture dates: April 5-10th, 2010

Please plan on being part of the new church di-
rectory by signing up for your setting time. IF
YOU WILL BE HEADING UP NORTH
SHORTLY, PLEASE SIGN-UP FOR THOSE

We will be using Lifetouch again and they are
even better then ever.

LIFETOUCH is a NO PRESSURE COMPANY
(it is their policy). You will NOT be pressured
into buying portrait packages but they will show
you your setting pictures and you may buy a
package IF YOU SO CHOOSE.

Your portrait setting time is FREE, you get a
FREE 8x10, and you will get a FREE church di-
rectory when they come out.

YOU CAN SIGN UP FOR YOUR PHOTO
APPOINTMENT ON-LINE: Please go to https://
www.appointment-plus3.com/ap/covenantumc/
index.php?page=10 to schedule your time. You
may also go to our website and hit the link to
the sign-up. we will have a table set up in the
narthex on Sundays so that you may sign-up for
your photo appointment beginning March 7th.

BRING YOUR PET and GENERATIONAL
PHOTOS: You may bring your family pet to be
in the picture with you (if you so choose).

They will be taking “generational” photos. If you
have married children, or parents, or extended
family that may not go to this church, but you
want to have a photograph with, schedule your
photo for the church directory and at the same
time (before or after your setting time) schedule
your extended family. Lifetouch will be happy to
accommodate. You need two appointments
times scheduled for generational pictures.

PICTURES WITH A PURPOSE: This year we
will be working with Lifetouch for the FEED THE
NEED campaign. For each family or single who,
on the day of their setting, brings canned goods
in for Halifax Urban Ministries (HUM), Lifetouch
will 1.) give a coupon for $5 off any portrait pack-
age you MAY purchase. 2.) will donate the value
of 4 meals to Covenant for us to donate to HUM.

MILITARY FAMILY MEMBERS HONORED:
This year Lifetouch will also be doing a free
Military Page for us.

If you have an immediate family member who

is currently a part of the military (not retired), you
may send us a photo of the service member in
uniform with their name, rank, branch of service
and relationship to the member. Send us either

a .jpg photo sent by e-mail to:
umc@jesusatcovenant.org or a hard copy photo
BY APRIL 10th to be included on our military page.
The hard copy photo will not be returned however
the office MAY be able to scan one for you, call
767-8544 if you need help with this.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: FINALLY, we need
volunteers to help sit at the sign-up tables on
Sunday and also to work check-in during the week
that we will be taking pictures. If you are interested
call the church office at 767-8544 and we will get
you in touch with the Covenant Volunteer who will
be overseeing the scheduling.

March 20, 2010

Kidz Dayz at Port Orange City Center

More volunteers are needed 9am to 4pm

to warmly greet and help families and their chil-
dren become acquainted with what

Children's Ministry and Children's Academy of
Fine Arts (CAFA) offer here at Covenant United
Methodist Church.

If you have a fun talent to share---balloon
animals, face painting, guitar picking...come share
it with the kids at the church's Kidz Dayz booth.
Helpers to make follow up calls and deliver give-
away gifts are also needed. Sign up now at the

Welcome desk or Call Tracy Jansen,
767-8544 and 761-9794 or 334-7941




Hope Springs

There’s old saying that "hope springs eternal.”
I'm not quite sure what that really means, but

| know that as we move forward in our life
with Christ, we discover that hope is some-
thing He continually offers.

It's what we need. It's what the world around
us is looking for, and it's what we have to
offer others, as His followers and servants.

In John 5, Jesus heals a man whose problem

(not being able to walk) had become a way
of life. No one had ever helped him. He had
no hope of ever being healed. The man's
situation looked hopeless.

In our lives too, beloved church family and
friends, we sometimes feel trapped in our
"Infirmities.” Just as He did to the man by the

pool, God can minister to our deepest needs.

Please, don't give up. Don't lose hope. Hope
springs eternal. Especially when it comes
from God.

As we examine our hearts and lives, during
this time of spiritual preparation for a
glorious celebration of Easter, let's not lose
hope. In fact, "Let us consider how we may
spur one another on toward love and good
deeds. Let us not give up meeting together,
as some are in the habit of doing, but let us
encourage one another - and all the more
as we see the Day approaching.” Hebrews
10:24-25.

Jesus said, (in John 4:13,14) that "whoever
drinks from the water | give them will never
thirst. Indeed, the water | give them will be-
come in them a spring of water..."

During this time of Spring, let us embrace
and offer hope, and drink deeply and give
generously of the spring of water that
Jesus offers us! Hope Springs! Joy!
Pastor Bec.

Party In The Park

When: Saturday, March 27,
1lam -2 pm
Where: Venetian Bay Town Center

What: Live music, dancing, free
picnic food, lots of children's
activities and crafts.

Fun for the whole family and
the community!

Easter Service
Celebration

When: Sunday, April 4, 2010 -10 am
Where: Venetian Bay Town Center

What: Easter Worship Service
followed by cinnamon rolls
& coffee, and a community
Easter egg hunt,

A meaningful and
joyful experience
for the whole family!
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